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H. STATES OF THE SOUTH AND WEST 

CALIFORNIA 

On the morning of April 16th we set off north-west towards Sacra­
mento and Davis. Dr. Laidlaw had brought with him Mr. and Mrs. 
Collins (Mrs. Laidlaw's parents), and Dr. and Mrs. Amaral from Piracicaba 
in Brazil and their little daughter Norminha. These were my companions 
for the next few days, and a very happy party we were. 

I gave a lecture to the Imperial Valley beekeepers at Holtville that 
evening, and I began to realize the enormous gulf that separates European 
beekeepers from those of California. I do not think anyone at the meeting 
had less than 1000 colonies, and many had 10 000 or more. The apiary is 
the working unit, not the hive, and I realized that the behaviour of the 
individual bee must seem a microscopic and insignificant phenomenon to 
these people. The California beekeepers have worked out a system of 
migration for their apiaries, which gives the bees flow after flow to work, 
cuts out swarming and gives an average honey yield of 50-90 pounds per 
colony, and also fees from pollination ; besides this a quarter of a million 
queens are reared and sold in California each year, and half as many 
packages of bees. California produces as much honey as Britain, Switzer­
land, Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Norway and Sweden together, but 
with less than half as many colonies and only one beekeeper for every 
fourteen in the European countries. 

From Imperial Valley we went north-west, first through more hot 
desert, and then through attractive hilly country, mostly covered with 
black sage, one of the most famous honey plants of the Pacific coast. It 
was in flower, with apiaries of bees working it. Soon we found ourselves 
in the citrus area, and here we visited Mr. Jim Huston, a commercial 
beekeeper living about 60 miles east of Los Angeles. Mr. Huston works 
5000 colonies, and has four men to help him ; he reckons that one man with 
a truck can deal with a thousand colonies. As far as I know his system 
of migration is typical of those used by other first-rate commercial bee­
keepers in this part of California. His colonies are brought home in January 
to build up on the pollen in the neighbouring uncultivated hill country, 
chiefly wild Ceonothus and oak. However in February 1200 go to northern 
California to pollinate almonds, and these are moved on to work the 
manzanita there (Arctostaphylos). On 1st April all colonies are moved to 
the citrus, except for 800 put on black sage (which I had seen). In mid-May 
they go north to the San Joaquin valley (page 278) to pollinate lucerne, and 
they also work wild buckwheat {Eriogonum fasciculatum) and sage. 
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