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A BEEKEEPING VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION 

by EVA CRANE 

Bee Research Association, Woodside House, Chalfont Heights, Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks., England 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1932 Professor and Mrs. E. F. Phillips, from Cornell University 
in the United States, spent a month in Russia visiting various beekeeping 
and bee research establishments (Fig. 6). The reorganization of the Soviet 
Union since the Revolution has proceeded for twice as long again since 
Professor Phillip's visit; yet as far as I know, there has been no ' bee visit' 
to the country from the western world during these thirty years. I was 
therefore very pleased to have the opportunity last year to visit the Soviet 
Union, and to meet some of the bee research workers and beekeepers. 

Whereas the United States of America (U.S.A.) form a federal 
republic of fifty states, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) 
is a federal state of fifteen ' equal and independent' republics. The 
largest of these republics is Russia*, more correctly known as the 
R.S.F.S.R. (Russian Soviet Federal Socialist Republic), which occupies 
three-quarters of the Soviet Union and includes the whole of Siberia, and 
not only Moscow, but also Leningrad and Vladivostok, 5000 miles apart. 
In size, it is something like a super-Texas, as large as Texans would like to 
believe Texas is, and extending to Washington, New York and San 
Francisco. To the west of it is the ' equal and independent' republic of 
Belorussia (White Russia), and to the north-west are three more, 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Still in Europe, to the south of the 
R.S.F.S.R. are the Ukraine and Moldavia; south of the Caucasus, in Asia, 
are Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. The remaining five republics are 
also in Asia; Kazakhstan is south of Siberia, and to the south again, 
going from west to east, are Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tadzhikistan and 
Kirghizstan. Within these ' equal and independent' Union republics are 
various ' autonomous ' republics such as Bashkir in R.S.F.S.R., and 
Abkhazia in Georgia. 

It has been possible to check some of the information collected 
during my visit with Mr. N. M. Glushkov, Director of the Beekeeping 
Research Institute, when he was in England in the spring of 1963. Mr. 
Glushkov has himself written articles on Soviet beekeeping and bee re­
search3-4, and information in them is not in general repeated here. I have, 
however, included various personal impressions. I realize that some of 
these might be modified on another occasion; but on a first visit they were 
chiefly noteworthy for their variety — admiration, amazement, bewilder­
ment, and sometimes frustration, following each other in quick succes­
sion. Above all, there was the continuous interest of a glimpse into a 
different world — often seeming to me like Alice's world Through the 
Looking Glass — peopled not by a homogeneous body referred to in the 
press as ' the Russians', but by individuals almost as diverse as those in 
Alice's looking-glass world. 

* The names Russia and America are commonly used for the Soviet Union and 
the United States of America respectively, in spite of the fact that Russia is only one 
republic of the Soviet Union, and the U.S. only one country in America. 
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