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English Beekeeping from c. 1200 to 
1850: evidence from Local Records 

• P E N E L O P E W A L K E R & E V A C R A N E • 

Among all the Creatures which our bountifull God hath made for the use and 
service of man in respect of great profit with smal cost, of their ubiquitie ... and 
of their continuall labour and comly order, the Bees are the most to be 
admired. 

For first with the provision of a Hive and some little care and attendance, which 
need be no hindrance to other businesse, but rather a delightful recreation 
amid the same; they bring in a store of sweet delicates, most holesome both for 
meat and medicine. 

These lines open Chapter I in the Reverend Charles Butler's important beekeeping 
book published in 1609.' The 'care and attendance' given to bees changed little during 
the Norman period, as we stressed in a previous article,2 and even up to the nineteenth 
century. The earliest hives (skeps) of woven wicker (Figure 1) were gradually replaced 

1. Wicker skeps depicted in Sebastian Minister's Cosmographia (Bern, 
1545). 

3 © British Association for Local History 2001 
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