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MEXICO : INTRODUCTION

Mexico is quite unlike any other country I have been to, and certainly
the most exciting. Few readers of Bee World will be familiar with the
country and its inhabitants, and it may be useful to pass on some of the
information in my possession before I went there.

Mexico is almost entirely mountainous, but at its short southern bor-
der with Guatemala, a flat jungle-covered peninsula stretches out towards
Cuba and Florida, between the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.
This peninsula, Yucatan (about the size of England), was my first destina-
tion in Mexico ; it was the home of the ancient Maya civilization.

The Mayas were among the greatest scientists of all ancient peoples.
Three or four centuries before Christ their priests devised a numerical
system, including numeration by position and the conception and use of
zero, which neither the ancient Greeks nor the Romans were able to do.
At the time of the Spanish Conquest the Mayas were better astronomers
than any in Europe, and as competent mathematicians (Linton, 1956).
They had made highly exact determinations of the lengths of the tropical
year and the lunar month, and were able to predict eclipses and con-
junctions of the stars with great accuracy. (One curious fact is that,
unlike most other great early civilizations, those in America failed to make
use of the principle of the wheel.)

More than this—Central America was the cradle of beekeeping of the
Western Hemisphere, not with Apis but with stingless bees (Meliponins).
Here, as in Europe, there is a tradition of beekeeping which goes back
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