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As in most other European countries, 'beekeeping in Britain is 

raostly a spare-time occupation, lisere are probably not mast* than half a doaen 

beekeeping firms with more than 500 or 1000 colonies; quite a number of people 

however carry on beekeeping as a profitable part-time occupation, with a 

hundred hives or so. Fig. 1 gives some idea how the colonies are distributed 

in Britain. The 'bee population is most dense in the "Hon* Counties" near London, 

where the human population is most dense. In the high parts of Vales (the 

peninsula on the west of ...tngland) &nd of Scotland (the northern part of Britain) 

there are very £&w bees indeed* 

Fig, 2 shows roughly how many colonies the average beekeeper keeps 

in the different counties of JrjLtain. This g£ves some idea which are the best 

honey districts, because large apiaries can only be run profitably where there is 

a good honey yield. The honey yield per colony varies enormously, both in 

different parts of Britain, and from year to year. In good districts in good 

years it may be 50 kg. or more; in bad years arid .in poor districts the yield may 

be only 5-10 kg. VferT* 

Fig. 2 shows/the average beekeeper has about 5 colonies; Fig. 3 

shows a typical apiary in a town garden. The hives here are National - a very 

4 J 
popular single-walled hive, which hawr a total comb surface in the brood chamber 

i 
of 150 sq.dm. Colonies are often run with two brood chambers in the summer, 

giving 300 so., dm. : t̂ai> area. Almost all colonies in Britain are kept In wooden 

hives; the beehouse is almost unknown, and except in isolated country districts 

there are very few skeps. 
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