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The bee and the mang virtues of its gift to mankind -
honeg - have served as a moral lesson to mankind 
down the ages. Although beekeeping was alreadg well 
advanced in the lands that submitted to Islam, the 
Holg Quran has, however, given it a new dimension. 
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Dr. Eva Crane 
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Stack of new mud hives found in El-Minya in Upper-Egypt 

•he 16th Sura of the Quran is entitled 
'The Bee', and versus 68 and 69 refer 
specifically to bees and honey: 

68. And (consider how) thy Sustainer has 
inspired the bee. "Prepare for thyself 
dwellings in mountains and in trees, and in 
what (men) may build (for thee by way of 
hives); 

69. And then eat of all manner of 
fruit, and follow humbly the paths 
ordained for thee by thy Sustainer". 
(And lo!) there issues from within these 
(bees) a fluid of many hues, wherein 
there is health for man. In all this, behold, 

there is a message indeed for people 
who think! 

Later, Ibn Magih quoted the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace be upon him) as saying: 
'Honey is a remedy for every illness, and 
the Quran is a remedy for all illnesses of the 
mind, therefore I recommend to you both 
remedies, the Quran and honey.' 

In Sura 16:68, 'dwellings in mountains' 
refers to the nests made by wild bees in 
rocks - common in hot, dry areas - and 
'dwellings in trees' wild-bee nests in trees. 
These were universal sources of honey 
from earliest times. 

The words (and in what men may build) 
seem to refer to beehives in Makkah or 
Madinah during the lifetime of the Prophet 
(571 -632 CE), but they can be interpreted in 
different ways. They might mean hives built 
for bees, or refer to swarms of bees estab­
lishing themselves in human dwellings. 
They might also refer to 'wall hives' -
recesses built into a house wall where 
people hived bees directly, or placed hives 
such as waterpots laid on their sides. Wall 
hives are still common in the Hindu Kush 
Himalaya mountain chain, from Afghanistan 
through the upper Indus basin, Kashmir, 

- ' - / . • - - . ' 

A beekeeping site in Asir, Saudi Arabia 
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