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; W X „ r / , „ ~ V ANGLICKU A V CESKOSLOVENSKU 
Dr. EVA CRANE, RIADITEEKA „BEE RESERACH ASSOCIATION", LONDYN 

Dostalo sa mi vysady, ze som z prvej ruky mohla 
poznaf vcelarstvo takmer vo vsetkych krajinach zapad-
nej Europy. Uz niekolko rokov som si zelala poznaf vce­
larstvo v niektorych socialistickych krajinach. Toto mi 
bolo umoznene minuleho roku laskavostou Ceskosloven-
skej vcelarskej organizacie. Zaujimala som sa hlavne 
o ceske vcelarstvo, na ktore som bola upozomena pri-
spevkom dr. Svobodu, uverejnenym v casopise „Bee 
World". Tento clanok mi ukazal, ze vcelarska organiza-
cia v Ceskoslovensku musi byf medzi prvymi vo svete 
a moja navsteva mi tento dojem potvrdila. 

V Anglicku nie je vcelarstvo tak organizovane a je aj 
menej podporovane vladou. Je vsak aj pravdou, ze an-
glicki vcelari sii sebavedomejsi a vykazuju viae indivi-
dualnej iniciativy. Co je tomu na pricine a aky to ma 
vysledok, nie je Iahke povedat. 

V oboch krajinach je vacsina tzv. malovcelarov, po-
merne maly pocet je vcelarov z povolania. V Anglicku su 
vcelari pr iemerne s 4—5 vcelstvami, v Ceskoslovensku 
je pr iemer na 1 chovatel'a 7—8 vcelstiev. V obidvoch 
krajinach sa chova viae vfiiel na okoli velkych miest, 
s vacsim poctom obyvatel'ov, menej vcelstiev je v menej 
obyvanych krajoch. Naproti tomu vcelSri z povolania 
v Anglicku chovaju viae vcelstiev, normalne n a jedneho 
chovatela sa poCita 200—500 vcelstiev. V lete je vcelar 
zamestnany osetrovanim vcelstiev, v zime plni med do 
poharov a starfi sa o odpredaj. V Anglicku nie je vykup 
medu organizovany tak ako som to videla v Gaiante 
a v Prievidzi. V Anglicku je tiez urcity pocet vcelarov, 
ktori popri zamestnani chovaju az do 50 vcelstiev. 

Vcelarska vystroj v Anglicku je vseobecne jednoduch-
sia ako v Ceskoslovensku a prace okolo vciel zaberaju 
menej casu. Okrem zastaralych ul'ov „W. B. C." (2rsten-
ne) su takmer vsetky ule jednostenne, zhotovene z cer-
veneho cedra, ktory odolava poskodeniu a nepotrebuje 
nater . Vsetky tile sa rozmiesfuju volne, takze nie je po-
trebne stavaf a udrziavaf vceliny. Pri vol'nom rozosta-
veni ulov sluzi v^elam k dostatocnej orientaci i okolitS 
vegetacia, takXe nie je potrebne nafarbit letfice. Oddele-
ne ule znizuju moznost prenasania nakazy. Kfmidla sa 
pouzivaju v Anglicku vacsie, na obsah 5—10 litrov, aby 
sa zjednodusila pcaca so zakrmovanim. Tieto jednoduche 
tile su taktiez lepsie prisposobene na koeovanie. 

V Anglicku vcelari vedu menej zfiznamov ako v Ces­
koslovensku, ktory som videla najma v socialistickom 
sektore. Nepovazujem tu za s t ratu casu viest osobitny 
zaznam o kazdom vCelstve. V Anglicku sa vedti zaznamy 
len o vcelstvach chovnych. 

Ak porovname vcelarske organizacie, tak ceskosloven-
ski vCelfiri urcite vedii. V Anglicku nie sti stSle vcelar­
ske strediska, kde sa skolia vcelfiri, spravovane vcelar-
skou organiz£ciou tak, ako tomu je napriklad v KrSrovej 
pri Senci. V Anglicku je len vo vcelarskej v^skumnej 
spolocnosti (Bee Research Association), ktora je medzi-
narodnou organizaciou, taka kni2nica, ktora by zniesla 
prirovnanie s kniznicou CSV v Prahe, alebo Casopis tej 

lirovne ako je ,,Vcelar" alebo „Vcelafstvi". Taky uzky 
denny styk a spolupraca ministerstva pol'iiohospodarstva 
a zaujmovej organizacie vcelarov ako je v Ceskosloven­
sku, je v Anglicku neznamy. 

Vcelarsky rok sa v obidvoch krajinach od seba vela 
nelisi. Zima v Anglicku je miernejsia, avsak vlhkejsia. 
Na jar najprv rozkvita vfba, potom ovocne stromy, znas-
ka junova a nasleduje obdobie rojov. Potom nasleduje 
vefka letna znaska, ktorS ma najvacsi pramefi v bielej 
datel ine, repke, malinach, ostruzine a vrese, ktory je 
poslednou znaskou v roku. Druhy znasky su rozlicne, 
podia krajovych zvlastnosti, tak ako je tomu v kazdej 
krajine. O medovicu su vcelari v Anglicku ochudobneni. 
Medovicu by mohli poskytmif iba konifery, ktore rastu 
iba vo vyssich chladnych polohach, kde nie su podmien-
ky pre rozsirenie vosiek. 

Hoci Anglicko ma primorske podnebie s vysokym poc­
tom zrazok a chladnym letnym obdobim (50—150 cm 
a 13—18° v porovnanl s 50—100 cm a 18—23°), je predsa 
priemerny v^fazok na 1 vcelstvo v celej krajine vyssi 
ako v Ceskoslovensku. V Anglicku cini tento priemer 
15 kg na 1 vcelstvo, v Ceskoslovensku iba 5 kg. 

Pred niekolkymi rokmi som skumala, preco su alebo 
nie su vfielSri organizovani. Ukazalo sa, ze je znacna 
siivislosf medzi dopravnymi prostr iedkami a moznosfou 
ziicastnif sa vcelarskych podujati. Tak napriklad vo vel­
kych mestach je organizovanosf 98 percent , na okoli 
miest 54 percent a na vidieckych okresoch, kde je do-
prava obtazhejsia, klesS organizovanosf vcelarov na 39 
percent. Inym dolezitym faktorom pre tuto okolnosf je 
medobranie. V dobrych urodnych krajoch, kde je prie-
merna uroda medu bez toho, aby sa vcelar musel vcel-
stvam velmi venovaf a vzdelavaf, je aj nizka organizo­
vanosf. V krajoch chudobnych na zdroje pre vcely, kde 
mozu sa uplatnif len skutocne dobri vcelari a dosiahnuf 
primerane vysledky, tam Je pocet clenstva vyssi. AJ 
u n&s plat i pravidlo, ze iba tl, ktori sa zucasthuju vce­
larskych podujati a vo svojom odbore sa vzdelavaju, 
mozu byf dobrymi vcelarmi. 

V urfiitych europskych krajinach vystupuju spolu 3 
charakter is t icke crty a to : 

1. Pomerne nizka znaska pre vcely. 
2. SilnS organizovanosf v zfiujmovej organiz^cii. 

3. Pouzivanie vcelinov namiesto voln^ch vcelnic. 
Tieto 3 faktory vystupuju v Ceskoslovensku, Nemecku, 

Rakusku a Svajciarsku. Je tu nejaka spojitosf? Neodpo-
veda zvyk chovaf vgelstva zhromazdene nad sebou a pod 
jednou strechou zelaniu vCelarov zoskupovat sa v orga-
nizacii? Su tieto vcelstva zhromazdovane preto, ze znas­
ka pre kazdy ul je chudobna, alebo je nizka preto, ze 
vcelstva su tak v tesnej blizkosti pri sebe? Na tieto 
otazky fazko odpovedaf. Avsak mozem povedaf, ze Cesko-
slovenske vceliny s ulami tesne vedla seba a anglicke 
ule volne, oddelene stojace, su v istom zmysle symbolom. 

(Z anglickeho originalu prelozila M. Hejtmankova.) 

Zprava zo s jazdu CSV 

V dfioch 13.—14. maja 1961 konal 
sa v Prahe II. Celostatny sjazd Ces -
koslovenskeho svazu vcelarov. 

Na sjazde zvolili delegati novy U-
s t redny vybor CSV a na prvom zasad-
nuti UV-CSV boli jednotl ivym clenom 
/verene t ieto funkcie. 

M e n o : 

Krejci Frant isek 
Danis Jan 
Lisy Eduard 

Funkcia: 

Predseda 
I. Podpredseda 

II. Podpredseda 

Kodon Stanislav 
Lenard Andrej 
Kandera Anton 
Mitric Fran t i sek 
dr. Rubina Jozef 
Tolar Stanislav 
Suchanek Jaroslav 
Vancura Vaclav 

Tajomnik 
Clen 
Clen 
Clen 
Clen 
Clen 
Clen 
Clen 

Dalsi clenovia: 
Grman Viliam, Joska Jozef, Kadan-

kova Alzbeta, Kalivoda Jozef, Luptov-
skS Klotidla, Milcinska Jaroslava, Milla 
Jan, doc. dr. Svoboda Jaroslav, Svobo-

da Jozef, prof. dr. Tomsik Bohuslav, 
Trcka Jozef, Mourecek Autonin, Wei-
nerek Alois, Varga J£n, Kret Bohuslav, 
Dvorak Karol. 

Nahradni clenovia vyboru: 
Stupka Jan, Koptys Stepan, Kubac-

ka Eugen, Ryzy Frantisek, Smid Vac­
lav, Weisser Frantisek, Svaro Ladislav. 

Ust redna revizna komisia: 

Jirak Frantisek, Karlicek Frantisek, 
Palkoska Frantisek, RauSer Jozef, Sle-
zak Vladimir. 
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mEKEE&im Xft ENGL4ND OOKffî KD WITH C^CHOSLOTAKIA 

by Br Eva Cram ^ £ \f^jtl^xK^o 

Director, Bee Research Association 

1 have had the privilege of seeing at first hand something of the 

"beekeeping in almost all countries of western Europe, and for several 

years I had wanted to see beekeeping in one of the socialist countries* 

This was made possible last summer by the kindness of the beekeeping 

organisations In Gjsechoslovakia. I had wanted especially to learn more 
, ' ''I r " 

about Czech 'beekeeping? ever since reading the) article which Dr Svoboda 
rx, 

wrote aTaout i t for the 3ce ffcrld. the in te rna t iona l "bee joymal published 

by the Bee Research Association. Tte&B ©rticXe showed me tha t the beekeeping 

organisation i n Gaechoslcvalda must be among the bes t i n the world* My 
•visit there /certainly confirmed t h i s view. 

k 

In England, beekeeping i s not so strongly organised, and i s l e s s 

protected by the Government. I t i s a l so t rue tha t the beekeepers tend t o 

be mare s e l f - r e l i a n t , and to show more individual i n i t i a t i v e . But which 

of these i s 'the esuse, end which the e f fec t , i t i s not easy to say. 

In both countr ies , the majority of beekeepers are * smell* wen, 

comparatively few wojp&lng toll time a t beekeeping, ( i n England the average 

holding i s k**$ colonies , compared with the Czech f igure of 7~ov») 

Consequently in both countr ies more bees are ker-t round the towns, where 

many people l i v e , than i n the more sparsely populated country d i s t r i c t s . 

However, the COBT arntiveXy few ful l - t ime lt!iKMffliayiOJ ml * beekeepers 

Cl*c» those who depend on beekeeping f a r a l iv ing) handle ME* bees i n 

England* The normal holding for one man, working alone but not having 

another $dfe, i s 200-250 colon5.es J in the simmer he i s fu l ly occupied with 

beekeeping, and in the winter he b o t t l e s and s e l l s h i s honey - for there 

are no honey co-operatives in England l i k e the excel lent p lan t s I stvw i n 

Calanta and Ireotbo^* There are a lso a number of semi-commercial 

beekeepers hstiem who work f u l l time a t some other ,1ob (sey a 40-hour week) , 

end spend -almost a l l t he i r spare time on beekeeping; they commonly 

manage up t c 50 colonies each. 

Beekeeping equipment i s i n general simpler here than i n Czechoslovakia, 

and beekeeping operations therefore l e s s time-consuming. Apart from the 

old fashioned double-walled •W.B.C.1 h ive , almost a l l hives arc single-walled, 

of red-cedar wood which i s r e s i s t a n t t o decay , and t h i s eliminates the work 

http://colon5.es
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of' pa in t ing . iiX'.L hivee are free-siaiJKiing i n t h e apiary,, so there' a r e no 

"bee houses t o make and keep i n repa i r • Since the hives are -©ell separated, 

surrounding vegetation provides the bees with suff ic ient landmarks to 

ident ify t h e i r own h ive , and i t i s unnecessary to pnint designs on the 

hive f ronts for t h i s purpose* The separation of the hives a lso reduces the 

spread of disease from, one colony t o another in the mam apiary. Panders 

are l a r g e , holding 3-10 l i t r e s , to minimise the work i n f i l l t n g them. The 

component po r t s of our simple hives a r e eas i ly fastened together for t ranspor t , 

which makes for easy and, e f f i c i en t migratory beekeeping • 
i n Czechoslovakia, 

Far fewer records are kept here than/a t any r a t e in the ap iar ies of the 

s o c i a l i s t sector which I saw* I t i s not regarded hare as an economical use 

of time to keep deta i led records for each- colony i n an apiary; in peitggve 

"breeding work. yes9 but not in ordinary ap ia r ies run for honey production. 

And i f we want meteorological da te , for ins tance , we get then from, the loca l 

meteorological, s t a t i o n . I t may be tha t these records are a necessary feature 

of the present phase of development of Czech ag r i cu l tu re , but they must reduce 

production - and not onl$r i n beekeeping. In poul t ry keeping, the same s ta f f can 

manage acre than twice as many hens bare a s i n a Czechoslovak col lec t ive farm 

where de ta i led records are kept . 

But when i t comes t o organisat ion, the Csech beekeepers are in the l ead 

every t ime. Nowhere i n England i s there angr permanent beekeeping school run 

by the Beekeepers* Association, l e t alone one as la rge and wall equipped as tha t 

mt'Ulliliiii'wl p . Seiice* ind 'in J?*nglan& only the headquarters of the Bee Beseareh 

Association, which i s an in te rna t iona l organisat ion, has a l i b r a ry comparable 

with tha t of Jednota Velaru i n Praha, or a journal of tbe standard of Velar 

or Veelarstvl* Close and deta i led day-to-day co-operation between the 

Ministry of Agriculture and:: the Beekeepers' .Association such. as. e x i s t s i n 

Czechoslovakia i s a l so something unknown i n Kngland. 

The beekeeperte year does not d i f fe r very much in our two count r ies . 

The winters here are milder - burfe damper. In spring comes f i r s t the willow, 

then the f r u i t blossom, which i s followed by the •June gap1,and swarming t ime. 

Then comes the summer flow, white clover being the predominant honey p l a n t , 

with l ime, and rape and other b ra s s i cas , and raspberry and blackberry. 

F ina l ly there i s the heather harvest from l ing [Cal lunal . Of course the 

bee forage va r ies i n d i f ferent d i s t r i c t s , as i t does i n every country. Q&e 



3 

flow we do not have here: the honeydew flow from conifers* The conifer 

plantations are in the higher, cooler parts of the country, and the temperatux 

it insufficient to support -fee aphids Miich produce the honeydew. 

Although Bngland has an oceanic climate, with/hij^ rainfall and cool 

mm/mm {50~150 SB.* and say 13-18° compared with 50-100 cm. and say 18-23°), 

the average honey yield per colony for the whole country is higher than in 

Chechoslovakia, around 15 kg* compared with 5 £g» 

A im years ago I carried cut a survey of beekeepers' associations- in 

"England, In order to try to discover why they were, or were not, strongly 

supported. One important factor proved to be ease of communication -

whether it was possible for members to attend meetings. In the large 
their 

cities 3Qfv of the beekeepers were members of ifee /association, in and around 

the towns 5%$$ and in the country districts where transport is more difficult, 

only 35^* The other important general factor was the honey harvest. In 

good honey districts, where a beekeeper could get an adegjuate honey yield 

without being very skilled at managing bees and without learning much about 

them, a comparatively small percentage of the beekeepers joined the association. 

But in poor honey districts, where- only those who were, good beekeepers would 

get an adequate return, membership soared, only those who attended the 

association meetings and learned about beeJteeping could be beekeepers at all* 

It is a carious fact that in certain countries of Europe three 

characterist: cs appear together; a relatively low honey yield, a strongly 

organised beekeepers* association, and the use of bee houses insteod of 

separate free-standing hives, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Austria and Switzerland 

exemplify 'fchi&. Is there some connection^" Is the custom of keeping colonies 

of bees grouped together under one roof related to the desire of the "beekeepers 

themselves to .group together? Are so many hives kept so close together because 

the honey yield from each hive is poor, or is the honey yield low because of 

the close proximity of so many hi vest I do not pretend to know the answer* Bat 

it is tempting to think of the Czech bee house with so many hives standing 

side by side, and the isolated free-standing English hives, as in sOffifl wty 

symbolic. 
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