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RESEARCH .ND TH!. BLGXEETER

fesearch 13 very much in the air just now, and most
enguiring beekeepers are asking themselves how they ¢ax
keep informed about the results of research which is being
done, ao'that they can apply them to their beekeepling. This
problem of getting the results of usefnul researchvta the
beekeeper hiumselfl hes also caused congidera . le concern to
many ol those who carry out research.

Yhen a research worker starts working on a new problen,
one ¢f his first jobs is to find out what has alresdy deen
discovered about the problem. He does this usually by
canaulﬁiﬁg "abstract journals", which give sum aries of scientific
papers published. For instance, Biological Abstracts, which
is publiched monthly, gives sumtaries of thousands of research
papers on various biological subjects each year. By
looking up his subject in the index of = number of voluues
of biclogical abstracts or other suitable abstract journals,
he can discaf&r a number of papers written on his subjset,
and each of these papers in turn will give references to
earlier work.

His next Jjob is to get hold of {he actual papers
concerned, that is to find the volumes of the journals in
which they were published. These may be in the library
of the University or Institute in which he works; ii not he
~can apply through the National Central Library to borrow

them from their libraries.



For the beekeaper thiags are much nmore difficult.
To begin with, he generally hsao not easy access (. a sclentific
library, not faecilities for using the Natliinal Central
Library. YNoveover his sabjset (aand this ap lies to the
professiovnal research worker in Aplculture) is cie of the
very few important ounes for which no abstraet Jjournal is
published. Resulis of research on beckeeping and allied
anbjects are published, not in one Journal, or even hali-a-

dogen, bal in at least fi?e hundred. The problem is thus

diificalt encugh for the research worker trained in searehing
for information, and with good library facilities. How much
more difficenlt it is for a beekeeper!

The problem of finding suiteble wa,;3 of iunforaming
beskacpers ebout the results of vesearch has cccupied {he
attention of the 8,9 .1, Yesearch Committes and of the newly
formed Bee Tesearch Association. 3Several steys are veing
taken by the Bee Hesearch Associativn which should muterially
iaprove the position. Firat of all s bibliography of
scientific beec literature is being completed. The basis of
this bibllography iz u ecard index containirg about ten thousand
references, conpliled by Xajor D.i,Morland while he was in
charge df the Bee Department at Tothamsted . .xperimental Station.
This bibliography 1is being brought up-to-date by the addition
of about five thousand references to more recent papers.
Several beekeeyere‘are taking pert in this tesk, one of the
chiel of whom, Nrs.Msrshell o/ Vansfield, is a menber of the
Nottinghamshire Beekeepers' Association. This cnrd index
will fiaslly be classified aceording to subjeet, s¢ that



anyone working on a particular problem shoald find cut what
has been done previocusly. Lists ol references Lo papers,
8.g. On certain subjsets, will probably be pubiished by Lhe
Hee lessarch Associstion as and whea reguired,

In addition ts this 1Y is hoped tu publish & guarterly
abstract journal, Aplcaltural Abstrasets, whieh will contain
sunaariaes of important papers on baak&aping and subjecis
connected with it. Variocus research workers have oifered to
take part in preparing these sumsaries from the papers.

For sany years now the Bee Yorld, :wmnder the editorship
of Hiss M.D.Betts, has been the chiefl channel through whiech
the results of bae researeh in various couniries hes been
brought to the notice of beskeepers. Lvery month thia journal,
pablished by the ipis Cludb, contains in Press Hirror and
Bee Laboratory, short accounts of research carried cut by
various workers.

The steps tv be taken by beekeepers wishing to keep

anreast of modern developnents should thus take two steps if
'thag hava m@t'axraaay done 0. Firstly they should read Bee
Forld regularly, «»néd try to obtain the coriginal papers on
uuqué%a in which they are particularly interested; secundly,
they should becons membsre of the new Bee Tesearch Asaociation,
and avail themselves of iis servicss. Farticulars of member-
ship of ﬁhis body can be obtained from the Dire€tor, Dr.t.kE.
Crane, 5% Yewland Park, Hull, Yorkshire,
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