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As in most other European countries, 'beekeeping in Britain is 

raostly a spare-time occupation, lisere are probably not mast* than half a doaen 

beekeeping firms with more than 500 or 1000 colonies; quite a number of people 

however carry on beekeeping as a profitable part-time occupation, with a 

hundred hives or so. Fig. 1 gives some idea how the colonies are distributed 

in Britain. The 'bee population is most dense in the "Hon* Counties" near London, 

where the human population is most dense. In the high parts of Vales (the 

peninsula on the west of ...tngland) &nd of Scotland (the northern part of Britain) 

there are very £&w bees indeed* 

Fig, 2 shows roughly how many colonies the average beekeeper keeps 

in the different counties of JrjLtain. This g£ves some idea which are the best 

honey districts, because large apiaries can only be run profitably where there is 

a good honey yield. The honey yield per colony varies enormously, both in 

different parts of Britain, and from year to year. In good districts in good 

years it may be 50 kg. or more; in bad years arid .in poor districts the yield may 

be only 5-10 kg. VferT* 

Fig. 2 shows/the average beekeeper has about 5 colonies; Fig. 3 

shows a typical apiary in a town garden. The hives here are National - a very 

4 J 
popular single-walled hive, which hawr a total comb surface in the brood chamber 

i 

of 150 sq.dm. Colonies are often run with two brood chambers in the summer, 

giving 300 so., dm. : t̂ai> area. Almost all colonies in Britain are kept In wooden 

hives; the beehouse is almost unknown, and except in isolated country districts 

there are very few skeps. 



Fig. 4 and Fig. 5 show parts of much larger apiaries, both with 

hives similar to the Dadant; the brood chamber is about half as largo again as 

that of the National hive, Fig. 8 is a oooiaercial apiary with double«*walled 

hives; these are still very popular in Britain* although, less so now than in 

the paet. 

A considerable amount of migratory beekeeping is carried out, 

especially in districts near heather moors. . The V/an&ersmgen is almost unknown; 

hives are piled up on lorries, or taken in trailers or private oars. Fig. 7 shows 

colonies which have Just been moved from Aberdeen to a bell heather (graue Glookenb&^a 

site at Dlnnet, a pl8.ce which will be visited from the Scottish Conference at 

Aberdeen. Fig. 8 shows a typical stretch of heather moor (Besenheide), which will 

also be visited from the Conference. 

Our bees in Britain are wintered in the open, and many beekeepers 

nowadays find that they winter best with no packing at all. , • Fig;. 9 is typical; 

note the wide entrance (mouse guard inside); there is no packing between the 

brood charaber and the roof of the hive. The hive on the right has a nucleus 

(entrance towards the S&ght) wintering above the colony in the charter below. 

Beekeepers Associations are very active throughout Britain, and 

there is an exceedingly hij£i standard of lectures on 'both practical 'beekeeping 

and Menenwissensohaft. Many local authorities run. residential summer schools 

in conjunction with the-(fee-keepers9 Associations, when a full programme of 

.lectures and demonstrations is arranged. 

Bee breeding has received less attention in Britain than in 

Germany, there are comparatively few isolated mating stations, but one is 

shown in Fig. 10; this is Brother Adam's famous mating apiary on iiartmoor. Some 

t*es 
readers will no doubt be visiting .brother Adam's apiLir* on the excursion immediately 

after the Jntemational Congress to September. 
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As i n most o t t e r l-iuropaan countries* bee!i^o;'«ir^; in. Br i ta in i s 

fuestly a spere»tiije occupation* There a r e probably not acre then half a dogsen 

beekeeping f i r a s m t h faore than 500 or 1aXi eolott&esj yuite a nutabsr of people 

however osrry - on. beekeeping as a prof i table pert-tigae occupation, with a 

.toindred hives or so» Fig* 1 gives sosae idea how the colonies a re d i s t r ibu ted 

in Britain* The bee population i s aost dense i n the "ISome Counties" near Iioncion, 

where the human r^r i lotion i s most u.ans«* In the high part;* of ,cles ( the 

psalneule on the ves t ox* n ;wud) and of ^cotland (tiie northern part of j r i t a i n ) 

there arc ver- Sew tbet?s indeed* 

!?ii -# 2 shoves roughly how m a y oolonies the average beekeeper keeps 

i n the d i f ferent counties of Britain* This gives sorae idea union are the best 

honey d i s t r i c t s * because lar«?p ap ia r i e s can only be run prof i tably tfhere there i s 

a good honey yield* Che honey y ie ld per colony va r i e s enorxaously, both in 

different p&rts of i r i t a i n , «nd froa year to year* In good d i s t r i c t s In good 

years i t my be 50 leg* or MBm| i n bad years arwi i n poor d i s t r i -ts the y ie ld siay 

be only 5-10 kg* 
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Fig* 2 afaaw»/%hi aytira&f beekeeper has about 5 colonies; Fig* 3 

shows a typ ica l apiary in a torn garden* She hives here a re National - a very 

popular s i ng l e -« i l l e a h ive , which Imve a t o t a l enrob surface in the brood chamber 

of 150 sq*dm* Colonies a re often rim with two brood eh&abers in the sueiaer, 

giving 300 so., an* djhob area* Almost a i l colonies i n Br i ta in are kept i n noo&en 

hivesj the beehouae i s almost unknown, and except in i so la ted country d i s t r i c t s 

there are very few skeps* 
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Pig* 4 and Fig.* 5 show p a r t s of ouch l a rge r apiaries* both with 

hiires s imi lar to the Dadant; the brood ehaiaber i s about half as la rge again a s 

tha t of the nat ional hive. Fi;> 6 i s a ooraoerclal apiary with double-ml led 

hives; these a re s t i l l very f>o^u;:r in .Britain, although l e s s so BOW than i n 

the past* 

il considerable amount of migratory beekeepiqg I s car r ied out , 

espec ia l ly i n d i s t r i c t s near heather moors* f he .ijcaidereegen i s almost unknown; 

hives a r e pi led up on lorr ies , , or taken in, t r a i l e r s or private oars* F ig . 7 shows 

colonics vhlch h a w Just boon iisoved tnm Aberdeen t o a be l l lieatSiCr (graue i*loekenheiiii ) 

s i t e a t Dinnet, a place which «&& be v i s i t e d from the Scot t i sh Conference a t 

Aberdeen* Fig* 8 shows a typ ica l s t r e t ch of -heather moor (Besenheide), which w i l l 

a l so be Wai ted froa the Conferettoe* 

kT&r bees in Bri tain a re wintered in the open, and ctuiy beekeepers 

nowadays f ind tha t they winter best with no packing a t a l l * r*i.-:> 9 i s typ ica l ; 

note the m d e entrance (raouse guard i n s i d e ) ; there i s no packing between the 

brood chamber and the roof of the h ive . $hi hive on the right, has a nucleus 

(entrance towards t he rJ^ht ) wintering above t i e colony in the charter below. 

Beekeepers''Associations are very ac t ive throughout Br i t a in , and 

there i s an exceedingly hi i» standard ox* l ec tu res on both p rac t i ca l beekeeping 

a m Biffiaenwissenschsft. isany loca l a u t h o r i t i e s nm . residential si»K<er schools 

i n conjunction with the Sookeepers* Associations* i t e a f u l l pre ;ra e*e of 

l ec tu res and demonstrations i s arranged* 

Bee breeding has received l e s s a t t en t ion i n Br i t a in than in 

&<§rmnny, there are comparatively few i so l a t ed tasting s t a t i o n s , hut one i s 

shorn i n f i g . 10; t h i s i s Brother Adaia's famous matini; api&ry on Dartmoor* Soots 
tes 

readers w i l l no doubt be v i s i t i n g Brother Adam's aplaxy on t h e excursion lonediataty 

a f t e r the In t en i a t l ena l Congress in September* 



ri.< • &* Douhle~vrallml h±-we® a t the heather 4 German Besaaaheide (phot. E.P.Jeffree.} 
* u~ ' ' " — 

Fig . 9. National hiims In winter (phot* £•£• Crane.) 

F ig . 10. Brother Adam*s laating apiary cm Dartmoor (phot. P.S. . JJLma) 



fig* 8* 'mnbl®~mill&:i hives at the liaathor - GMma fl«>anh»i&f (pb»t« &*iWffr—») 

Fig* 9* foitioral hivee in ttttttar (pilot* g*E* Grano.j 

Fig* to* Brother A4ft»*a oating apiary on Dftrt'aocr (phot* f*S. . JLXna) 



Fig* t. Distribution of colonies in Britain (from applications for sugar 

1948-49) (.>.;.K. Crane ©rig.) 

A a 0-20 oolonles/IOGO hectares 

B « 8-$5 oolonies/1000 hectares 

C m 55-50 ooloni@s/10G0 hectares 

D a over 50 colonies/ICXX) hectares 

Fig* 2* Average number of colonies per beekeeper (from appl ica t ions for sugar 

1948-49) Qii.K* Gran© ortg*) 

A * l e s s than 4 colonies per beekeeper 

.. ,8 * 4-5 colonies per beekeeper 

Q « 5-6' colonies-per beekeeper 

. ,";.» :: D » more than 6 colonies per beekeeper* 

Fig* 5. National hi^es in the au thor f s garden (phot: S*E* Crane) 

F ig . 4* • Home Olpiary a t Buckfast Abbey (phot* P.u. i-d^ne) 

Fig* 5 . Apiary in MorthiMberland (|k* England) (phot* G. weightrasn) 

Fig* 6* Coiaraercial Apiary with doubleHsawtM hive (phot* £.H. Taylor Ltd.) 

Fig* 7* iieleasing 'bees a t Bel l l e a t h e r * German * graue 6-lockenheide :': 

(phot* iiee i-iesearoh Dept* Jhft. Scotland College of Agriculture Aberdeen*) 



Fig* t* Dis t r ibut ion of colonies in Bri ta in (fro*a appl icat ions for sugar 

1fj48-49] (.•;*«;* Cr&n© Grig*) 

i\ « Q«4k> eolonlas/iOU? hectares 

0 ® 8*35 aoloniaa/lOOQ Ijeet&res 

4J n 35*50 oolonioa/IOCC hectares 

1> • ©wr SO $elaaiea/10QO hectares 

Fig* i« iivojrege MMflMttf ©f colonies per beekeeper (from appl ica t ions for sntpr 

1948-49) („,.:*• Urane ©rig.) 

A » l a s s than 4 colonies per beekeeijer 

1 as 4**& colonies per beakaapir 

C • 5-6 colonies per beekeeper 

D » nore than 6 colonies per beekeeper* 

Fig* 5* na t iona l hiires i n the au thor ' s iprcksn (pilots • U Crane) 

Fi,,,* 4* liotas Aplury a t xiuefefaBt Abbey (phot. P*L, Milne) 

Fig* 5* Apiary i n iiojrthuuterlBiia (in* England) (phot* C* t.eightrian; 

Fig* 6* CkKacieroial Apiary with ciou&le-caouM hlvs (phot* i£«ii* Taylor Ltd*) 

Fig* 7* Heloasing bees a t Bal l Heather - Ueftaan a graue UlockanhaiAa 

(phot* Baa Heoaaroh Ptptu i n . Scotland O o l i t e of Agriculture iftarfltinj 
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